Kiwanis Camp executive director encourages
teachers at alternative education conference

BY BETSY SIMON
The Sentinel-Record

A rally cry from one of Arkansas’ finest
educators on Monday came just in time for the
state’s alternative learning teachers, who in a
month head back to class, where they’ll con-
tinue training the children who find themselves
on the outskirts of the American educational
system. ¢

Sanford Tollette, who taught five years in
‘he Pulaski County and Little Rock school
listricts, is the executive director of the Joseph
?feifer Kiwanis Camp, an alternative classroom
:xperience for third-, fourth-, and fifth-graders
n Little Rock, where he also runs a free sum-
ner recreational camp program.

Tollette was invited to speak on Monday at

he 2008 Arkansas Association of Alternative

Educators Convention being held at the Hot
Springs Convention Center through today. He
challenged teachers to continue reaching out to
at-risk children even when times get tough.
“Education is suppose to be fun, but the
facts we hear can be burdensome,” Tollette
said. “Every day in America four kids are killed
by abuse or neglect. Every day in America
2,261 kids drop out of high school. Every day
in America 17132 public school students are
suspended. The facts are sobering and hard to
hear. They make us feel like what’s the use?
“I'm here to motivate you to go back to the
battlefield. As alternative educators it’s our job
to be creative with the kids we teach and know
that one size doesn’t fit all in the education

CREATIVE, PAGE 3A

AAAE CON-
FERENCE:
Sanford Tol-
lette, execu-
tive director
of the Jo-
seph Pfeifer
Kiwanis
Camp for
at-risk chil-
dren in Little
Rock, listens
as he’s in-
troduced as
the keynote
speaker dur-
ing the 2008
Arkansas
Association
of Alterna-
tive Educa-
tors Confer~
ence at the
Convention

The Sentinel-Record/Richard Rasmussen CeMter on
Monday.

Hot Springs National Park, /

CREATIVE

From Page One

system.”

Tollette said educators can’t
simply rely on the old meth-
ods of teaching because at-risk
children are a different breed of
students who need a fresh ap-
proach in order for them to be
successful.

“When we try to find ways to
put all of our kids into a single
box it makes at-risk children feel
like they can't pursue the same
happiness and success of other
students,” he said.

“You have to have a passion

for this job and ask yourself if '
you would do this job even if

you didn’t get paid. It’s our job

to care enough to open people’s ;

eyes and open the children in
our classrooms to the possi-
bilities that are out there for
them, even when others have
already thrown these children
away. Children are the future
of our country and you teach-
ers are part of a special group
of people with a daunting task
ahead of you.”

Tollette said it’s a teachers
job to look for the root of their
students’ problems, where he
said they’ll likely find an adult
that hasn’t fulfilled their duties.

“Kids and youth are not the
problem with education. It’s the
adults who are the problem,” he
said. “Adults are the ones who
are not holding true to what
they’re saying. The children

know we're not perfect, but we

have to lead them the best we
can.”

Tollette challenged alterna-
tive educators to start an “edu-
cation revolution” in their own
classrooms and make the envi-
ronment conducive to letting
at-risk children thrive.

“The classroom is an uncom-
fortable place for a child that
can’t touch the ceiling or jump
as high as their peers, so we
have to adjust the ceiling a bit
in order for all children to find
success,” he said.



