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UALR receives grant |

for Pfeiffer study
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. Pfeiffer Camp, the alterna-
tive classroom program nes-
tled among pine trees and
quiet grounds in western Pu-
Jaski County, will soon have a
visitor.

The University of Arkansas
at Little Rock plans to evalu-
ate and study Pfeiffer Camp.

Could Pfeiffer Camp be
adopted by other counties or
geographic areas in Arkansas?
Would the program work in
other states? Is Pfeiffer Camp
the ideal model for a new mag-
net school concept?

- These are some of the ques-
tions UALR's research might
ANSWer.

« “Something is happening
there that could be at the fore-
front of national education
trends,” said Karen Ballard, a
professor in the UALR depart-
ment of social work and diree-
tor of the Mid-South Center on
Alechol and Other Drug Prob-
lems.

Ballard received a two-year
grant for UALR from the U.S.
Department of Education -
$203,638 the first year and at
least that same amount the
second year — to study the
camp.

Researchers will study the
Pfeiffer Camp program and
collect information the first
vear. In the second year, they
might suggest some minor
modifications for Pfeiffer
Camp officials to try out.

Since 1988. more than 300
students in the fourth, fifth
and sixth grades from the
three Pulaski County public
school districts have been
served in Pfeiffer Camp’s pro-
gram.

Students come in as mem-
bers of a 32-member group,
and each group stays for six
weeks.

They are children who, for
various reasons, are not doing
as well as they should have
been doing in their traditional
schools. In a different setting,
most tend to excel. Ballard
wants to find out why.
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The children live at Pfeiffer

Camp, sleeping on cots in ca-
bins.

They attend classes for four
weeks at Pfeiffer Camp, then
return to their traditional
ischools while continuing 1o
bunk at the camp for two more
'weeks.

At Pfeiffer Camp. their cur-
|riculum includes reading, Eng-
{lish and mathematics - as
jwell as tent building and out-
jdoor living skills.

| The goal is to improve stu-
'dent behavior in the class-
room, improve academic per-
formance, develop better com-
munity and home
relationships, and build self-
esteem and motivation.

Ballard and her staff will,
among other things:

o Study students’ academic
achievement, behavior, atten-
dance and attitudes, compar-
ing Pfeiffer Camp students to
similar students who fit the
same profile but who are in
traditional schools.

e Observe teachers’
tudes toward students.

® Determine progress stu-
dents make and the techniques
that are used to produce these
outcomes. One central ques-
tion is whether students learn
better by doing and seeing how
subjects apply to real-life situ
ations rather than by attenc -
traditional classrooms Ww.
the teacher stands in front of
the room and lectures.

Ballard is now working on
hiring graduate assistants to
help with the work and is iron-
ing out agreements with the
three school districts.

“I think Pfeiffer Camp may
open the door for non-tradi-

tional education options for
kids,” Ballard said.
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Math teacher Tammy Roberson helps student Dustin Noblett with classwork at the Joseph Peifer Kiwanis Camp while Kristen Johnsen top photo)
ponders a multplication problem. (Below) Brianna Massay (front) and Lauren Guajardo study quiatly.




